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JOHN ENGLISHMAN, 
In Defence of the Englith Conftitution. 
oO 
garet ee CES TE we LS oars > 
Friday, Wap 16, 1755. mumber V. 
To my very worthy Friend, eg he procended as follows ; I confefs myfelf convin- 
ced by his Reafonings, of the great I: mprobabi! ity ef ob. 
J OHN ENGLISHMAN; taining a Lottery in London, in Favour of any College that 
thall be eftablifhed in this Colony: But his Reafons againtt 
SIR the Expectations of private Benefactions, from Perions of 
° the bett Characters at Home, in Favour of a College where 
O UR Piece publithed in the New-York Mercury, the Church of Frg/and has the Preference, appear quite 
and the Aniwer by the Watch-Tower, N°. XIL. weak and infuflicient: For, if the principal Benefactors to 
were laft Night the Subject of the Converfation the College of Cambridge and New-Haven, were Epifco- 
of a mixed Company of almoit every Sect and palians, there is then the higheft Probability, that fuch 
Denomination of religious Profeflions among us; — Benetactions would arife in much greater Proportion: But 
together with Retainers too, or half Members, of fundry this is fo far from Deing a Reafon why they fhould not 
of thofe Sects. encourage their own Princ ip les, that to me it is quite the 
It was agreed (Nemine Contradicente,) that every one Reverfe ; and carrieth with it a violent Prefumption inFa- 
of the Company ithould fpeak his Mind freely upon the — your of the Conclufion of Friend ‘FoAn, 
Subject of the two Pieces under Coniideration, or any With Regard tothe Preference in Quettion, in the De- 
other Matter which they relate too ; and Iwas pitch’d up- bates about the College, 1 cannot look upon myfelf greatly 
on by the whole Company, (tho’ I confefs myfelf icarcely — concerned, being well elles ed, thacnot any one of the So- 
a tolerable Hand) to draw an Epitome, or thort Sketch of = ¢; ety of Fri Tay to whom I find myfelf moft attach’d, is 
what pais’d, that they, at one View, might fee the Sub- intended to be preterr'd by the Op pofers of the Church 
ftance of the Whole, and from thence be able the betterto Precedence y. And as ste Qua kers in general, and the Re- 
form a Judgment. How I performed the Part ailigned — tainers to that Society, do not confider any Favour defign’d 
me, I ihall not undertake to fay ; only I mutt acquaint them, | believe they. would all, to a Man, rather choofe 
you, that I received the Thanks of a great Majority. that the Prefidentthip fhould be determined i in Favour of the 
The Gentleman that opened the Conterence, was a Juf- = Charch of England, than the Independents, 
tice of the Peace ; a Perfon of good a and great Mo- We lye quictly at home under the Government, and 
deity ; he had been bred amongt! the People called Quaters; — {hould be thocked at the Profpect of new Matters. 
and tho’ he is not become a Member of their Quarterly The Juitice was going to proceed, when Mr. B---, who 
Meetings, yet he has never altered his Religion, but has holds a Commiffion of Captain of the Train Bands, havin 
the Socicty of Friends in high E:teem ; and at the fame for fome Time difcovered a Defire to fpeak, at length 
Time treats all other Seéts with Kindnefs and Refpect, — defired his Friend to hear him a few Words. 
becoming a difpatiionate Catholick Spirit. The Capt. is a Gentleman fo far from Attachment to 
He began with obierving, ‘That he had been a conttant any religious Sect, that he holds them all in fome Degree 
Reader of the Mercury fince its Publication, and of the of Contempt. He neither goes co Church, nor to Jnde- 
Independent Reflector while in being; and had withfome pendent, Quaker, or Anabapt./i Meetings, except invited to 
Concern obierved, that the Pieces therein publith’d, efpe- a Burying, or the like ; and upon thefe Occafions, with 
cially of late upon the Subject of the College, had been — the fame Freedom attends them all. He has no Tatte for 
wrote with too much Acrimony ; and were rather calcu- religious Difcourfe, or any ‘Thing relating to it ; unlefs 
lated to inflame, than to compote the Minds of the People: be fometimes to fquib at the Priefls, and this he relifhes 
That they affected Wit; which tho’ neither Party feemed with the fame Pleafure, whether it be at the Minifters of 
to be without fome Share of; yet, he did not think either the Church of England, or at the Iidependent, Quaker or. 
Side had a fufficient Stock to bear down all Oppolition, by Rapti? Teachers ; all of whom with him, bear the com- 
the Force of that Talent only That the Wit was flaihy, ‘mon Name of Prietts. 
and ended rather in Squibs than Shocks; except fome When the modeft Juftice had fubmitted to the Captain’s 
Exceptions that are, indeed, enough to fhock the Readers Requeft, he broke out with great Vehemence, by------ 
Modetty. ‘Squire, you intively mifsthe Mark. You're running on 
Ina Word, he told us, he did not think there had been here with Preferments, and the L--- knows what: I tell 
a proper Regard paid to Decency ; and that he was glad you, the People in general, don’t care a Rufh about your 
his Friend Fobn had fet a better Example, by the Mode- Preference; what they are alarm’d at, is, the Expence 
ration he had fhewn in his Performance; and hoped he of this College. It honeft John Borlifvnse had told us, 
would be a Means to reform the Company he was going = which Scheme would be the leait Expence to the Public, 
amongit: And taking the Watch. Torver's Anfwer in his we had all been oblig’d tohim. The moft of my Ac- 
Hand, and cafling his Lye upon it, faid, with a Smile, quaintance don’t fee what Occafion there was for granting 
You may fce by ms, he has brought this high Tower a this £. 500 a Year, for Seven Years; and they are almott 
little down already: For, who doth not fee, that this Pa- mad for fear this will be an everlafting Burden on their 
per has more pail entation, as well as more good Man- Pofterity. I {pent an Evening fome ‘lime ago at my 
ners, than all his former Lucubrations ? Neig rhbour L.----’s, where we had a long Billread, pub- 
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Affembly ; and ifthat Bill fhou! d take 
ev don’t cut out more W ork for 
t the College, than 


the Affembly, with their Jangling avo 

all the other Concerns of the Colony put together, even in 
a'Time of War. Such another Bal bakes Scheme, of 
forwards and backwards, and backwards and forwards, I 
believe never cameintothe Head of any buta! Mad Man. 


In the Nam2 of God, if we muft have a College, is the 


g 
no Body in the Government the Care of it can be com- 
mitted to, under proper Directions and Reftrictions, with- 
out this perpetaal harafling the Affembly? Is the Lear- 
pine a little Latin and Greek, and I don’t know what-all, 
toa few Boys, offuch mighty Confequence that we can- 
ot intruft the Teachi ng and the Flogging of them to 
fom prudent Hands, without running to the Aitem. ly for 
Infructions upon every Occafion? Nor indeed, thould I re- 
gardthis fo much; but I fee, as plain as the Sun thines at 
{to maintain 


Noon-Day, the Government will be obligea 
this College for ever, if they fhould hold their Fingers to 
faft upon it, as this bill propoleth they thould 

But after all [ muft contets, ifit could be brought about 
that no Religi dn at = - uid be ta ight in the € ollege, and 
this Spirit woul d fj itfelt among the P ‘ople in gencral, 
} would be willing. m my Poiterity fhould be foun {ly tax’d for 
halfa Century: For to tell you the Trath, oe 1, fince 
I mui fpeak out, [don’t like the Phiz of ye r Priefts ; and 
wherever I fee th m, they teem to Carry in their very Fa- 
ces, aKindof Reproach againtt me : Seapid I'll aflure you, 


Gentlemen, was it not for foine vile Tricks reported of fome 
ef them, I thould not be able to keep my Co untenance ; tor 
you know, Yon, if their Notions are right, our Friends 
are mifcrably in the Wrong ; and this always puts me upon 
litning to every Fling at them, to juftify my own Pracuce : 
And it they were once fairly demolithed, I confefs I tho “en 
beable to act with more Freedom. Oh Freedom! Oh, this 
Geddets Liberty ! To think and aét for ourfelves without 
Reitraint, without the Stream of Cuftom to the contrary ; 
and the Conduct of our Forefathers prejudiced in favor r of 
Religion to reproach us, would be a glorious Liberty . 
O Liberty! Native Liberty! Thou haft fill a Bridle 
inthy Jaws, by tyrannous Laws, and art theckled and 


fetter'd by old Traditions and Notions of Priefts! And if 


the Watch-T WEP, and the late Authors of the Independent 
Reficcior, would demolith every Name, Title, and Deno- 
mination of Priefthood among us, they fhould have my 
hearty Thanks: And indeed, to contefs the Truth, all 
their Writings have tended that W This all cur Friends 
at firit took to be the Plan df the Inaependent Re feeor ; and 
we had ttrong Reafons for thinking fo, from that ands. 
viable Pofitiion, TAat every Man ts orthodox to bin fers 


) 


Which we hop od to iee 10 gild ed by the lively oo efenta 
Hons ¢ f that extertatnine and volumini us Write at tO ree 
commend it effeiually to the Public, to the utter Ce nfution 
of Priefcrafe: Far rerieen ' — ; Lan : mm 
of } rieltcratt : For, every Man being « th Ox to himtelf, 
C: MiGs ye AS OFNOGOX Without any i ugion at al! i, as 


wirh ‘ t) t +} , >} + " ' , 4 
with tic firme Attachment to any or all the Creeds of 





Chriftianity. We might even reject the one Arti icle of the 
Independent Whig, \ with Safety : And that this is the grand 
Defign of thefe polite genteel Wilsers, is fill belies ved by 
the moft difcernming Free-Thinkers ; for, how elie could 
they init upon no Re! igion being taught in the Coilege ? 
For it "5 well known, that bri Ingit ng up Youth, without in- 
{tilling into thei religious Principles and obliging o- em 
toa tend public ° V orihip, is the moft effectual Way ¢t 


troduc lorious Free-i pink: ung. (sive Youth but a shied 


~ 
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Indulgence, and Lam iure not One in Twenty will be of 


an\ Re ligion. 

Tam fenfible that the Independents in general, do not 
take thisto be the Deiign or thefe Gentlemen ; but cor 
ceive the prefent Scutfle about the Colle Cpe, and religious 
Ejtablithments, are only intended to embarrats Mi itters, ‘and 
to raife a Cry (with which the y are well pleated) agi unit 
the Churchot Exe/and. Now, to {peak the ‘Truth, I believe 
that they want, by Dint of Caballing, to hinder the Growti 
of the Nea: tard College, as they have One in a neighbou 
ring Government, upon which their Hearts are fet, and of 

hich the Chief among them are Patrons ; or, to oul! the 
Church of the Precede cy, and then fix themfelves inthe 
Chair. But this can never comport with the Defien of 
having no Religion tanghe ; for, what Sect is more neal us 
to propagate their own Princip les, and to fupport theirown 
Party ? Witnefs the Conduct of the Governors of Vai? Col- 
Ce who but a tew Years ago, obliged a Numober of 
Church Scholar irs, to make a public Confeiflion, im the Col- 


lece Hall, for their Cot empt of their Authority, in at- 
} 7 . 9 ° 
tel ding the Wor hip of God onthe L ord’s Day, in the 


Church of Exgland; which they were obliged to comply 
with in order co avoid the Scandal of an Expuifion. But 
upon my Soul (pardon me Juiticey I fhould have though 
Expuliion upon iuch an Account, a much greater Honour, 
than any Honcars L could receive from fuch a tyrannical 
Body. 

‘Tis therefore very evident to me, that thefe crafty 
Writers, only fight under the Banner of the Independents, 
who are made Ufe of asa Cat’s-Paw: and you will find, 
that they never will abandon their irl ft & ploci mus Defign of 
fapping the Foundation of all Religion, while they can 
any one Sect to fcreen them from the Odium of ail the 
Reit. 

But U think they might fpare themfelves all this Trouble; 
Or it is very evident, that Religion daily declines among 

¢ o ¢ a 

And had we but Patience, and did not alarm the Se- 

cure, we might, in a little Time, behold both Charches 
and Meeting-Houfes as empty as aSummer Barn.” 

Whilit the Captain was triumphing at the pleating Prof- 
pect of having al 1 Religions demolithed under the Banner 
of the Independents ; an old Gentleman that fat next to 
him grew much alarmed ; and netwithitanding a pi 
om Caution given him, not to interrupt the Captain, co ld 
no longer forbear, — But, eSc. 


ae 


(To be continuzd. ) 


OHN ENGLISHMAN acknowledges the Re cept of a Piece, figned &. containing an 


Anfwe r to the 


weak, feeble, and incorre@ P erformance of the pretended Dutchman; 


printed in the Mercury, Numb. 143, figned Dordracencis : And as it ts wrote with 
great Spirit and Sfuftnefi, fo the ingenious Author may foon expect to fee it in this Paper. 
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